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2025
Officers 
and
Board 
Members

Officers
● Marcus Zbinden – Carver County, Chair

● Ginny Black – Past Chair

● Nick Vetsch – Carbontec Inc, Secretary

● Kellie Kish – City of Minneapolis, Treasurer

● Jake Duame – SET/WM, At-Large

Board Members
● Kris Coperine – NatureWorks

● Dori Decker  – Resource Renew

● Kala Fisher – City of St. Louis Park

● Chuck Joswiak – Bioenergy Devco

● Dustin Montey – SMSC/Dakota Prairie

● Aric Olsen  –  Vonco 

● Nathan Reinbold – Pope Douglas Solid Waste/Glacial Ridge



Research and Educational Fund 
Managed by MNCC
Established for research and education projects to support and expand the 
composting industry in Minnesota. 

Donations received in 2024: $15,295

Total in memorial fund: $35,816

Projects are approved by MNCC and the Tritz Family 

MNCC Past research projects:
• Phosphorus & Compost whitepaper

• Stakeholder for MPCA Stormwater Manual Updates

• 2014, 2018, 2022 Economic Impact of Composting in MN

• CREF Scholarship fund for college students performing composting 

research

• Sponsoring CREF International Compost Awareness Week

• Compost / Composting Markets white paper



Committee 
updates

• Legislative and Environmental Affairs

Committee

• Compost Site Operations Committee

• Communications Committee

• Development Committee

◦ Membership

◦ Grants 

◦ Events & Sponsorship

◦ Financial

All MNCC members are welcome to participate in 

committees.



Legislative Committee
 EPR for PPP

• Supported adoption of Packaging Waste and Cost Reduction bill
• Three representatives applied for compost sites / statewide composting organization

Advisory Board position 

• 2025: Sub-committee  to support Composter Advisory Board representative to ensure 
compostable products receive fair representation 

Compostable Product Labeling

• Developing educational materials, in partnership with MPCA, to promote the compostable 
product labeling law
• Jan 1, 2025 – all products labeled compostable must meet ASTM standards
• Jan 1, 2026 – all products labeled compostable must be certified by 3rd party



Compost Site Operations Committee

• Quality Assurance / Quality Control White Paper finalized

• Follow up meeting w/ MPCA, MnDOT, MDA, DNR, etc. on next steps. Support from all 

agencies on establishing a certification program for finished compost in MN

• Applied for MPCA Market Development Grant (not awarded)

• Meeting to discuss how we move forward without grant on Monday 11/18

◦ looking for other grant opportunities



Membership
Staff: Mary Cich
Committee Members: Ginny Black, Kala Fisher, Kellie Kish, and Mary Cich

• 110 members
• Campaign for new and renewing members will run through January.
• Renew today and support the composting industry

2025 Priorities
• Retain and expand membership
• Quarterly membership updates - Virtual
• State of organics recycling meetings with networking opportunities - Annually

In-person
• Increase membership engagement



Chair: Mary Cich

Committee Members: 
• Ginny Black
• Kellie Kish
• Marcus Zbinden

Events & 
Sponsorship 
Committee

Insert photos from events
- Urban Growler / St. Paul Saint’s
- Biochar Summit
- Golf Tournament
- Business Workshop



Events/Sponsorship Committee
2025 Activities
May ICAW Events – Urban Growler - PTG Compost Give Away

Plate to Garden Events kick-off for the year

Aug Kevin Tritz Memorial Fund Golf Tournament

Sep 3-Day Compost Operators Training, 9/9-11

Nov Annual Meeting/Toolkit Launch Event

2025-26 Priorities
● Organics Style Guide updates
● Member update/networking meetings



Strategic Partners
The following members have gone the extra mile to support the Minnesota Composting Council 
through their Strategic Partnerships MNCC is able to advance the organization and its mission.

If you are interested in learning more about becoming a Strategic Partner in 2025 please 
contact our Executive Director, Mary Cich at 612-807-5267 or 
mary.cich@mncompostingcouncil.org



Plate to Garden Events

2025 Activities

• 12 events
• > 145 cubic yards of compost
• Promotional toolkit

Sponsors



Communications Committee
Co-chairs: Mary Cich, Marcus Zbinden 
Committee Members: Kala Fisher, Kellie Kish

2025 - 26 Goals:
• Develop a communications plan to find and share pertinent industry information
• MNCC website refresh
• Development of the Compost Operators Certification Program
• Execute REO Grant Work Plan

◦ Launch lovetocompost.com
◦ Create pieces for the Residential Organics Recycling Toolkit (Toolkit) and distribute 

through the MNCC website. Continue to refine content (ongoing)
◦ Work with Advertising Agency to develop and execute Statewide Residential Organics 

Recycling Awareness Campaigns 3 & 4



Join the MNCC
www.mncompostingcouncil.org/membership



How can you 
become 
involved?

Join a Committee

mary.cich@mncompostingcouncil.org

Come to one of our events

mailto:mary.cich@mncompostingcouncil.org


THANK YOU
Compost 
Operator
Training
Sponsors


